Worcester Deacons Assisting with Cause for Beatification and Canonization of Massachusetts Native 
Deacons Anthony R. Surozenski and Dennis Cormier of the Diocese of Worcester, Massachusetts are members of the Little Audrey Santo Foundation for the promotion of the cause of beatification and Canonization of Audrey Marie Santo and for the religious aspects of her personal morality.

The Vatican approved the foundation and process, and on September 11, 2008, Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, bishop of Worcester, also approved a document for her cause. The Foundation has been recognized and established by the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is in accordance with the norm of Canon Law 299.

For those who may not be familiar with Audrey, here is a brief story of events: She was born on December 19, 1983. On August 9, 1987, she fell into the backyard swimming pool and was found floating face down. She was revived and taken to the hospital by ambulance and coded several times while en route. In the hospital she was administered medications that left her in a semi coma state which is called Akinetic Mutism. In this state she was not able to speak or move but her eyes were open and all other body functions worked. After several months in the hospital Audrey’s parents were advised to institutionalize her because it was the opinion of the doctors that she would not live too long. Linda, Audrey’s mother, refused to do that and instead, out of deep love, took her back home. They moved into a one level ranch style home and there Audrey was cared for by a team of visiting nurses and by her mother Linda and the Santo family members. She remained in their care until she passed away on April 14, 2007.

Early on, Linda took her to Medjugorje in the hope that a healing would take place. It appeared as though God had other plans for Little Audrey. One strange event occurred while they were there. One evening a group of people began to shout outside the home where Audrey was staying. They shouted that the face of the American baby was in the moon. According to testimonies, this was exactly what happened. People were able to see Audrey’s image in the moon. Was this a prediction of future events regarding Audrey? Surely it was, for when she was taken back home a number of interesting things began to happen in the Santo household. Pictures and statues began to exude oil. The first picture to exude oil was that of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The first statue to bleed was that of The Good Shepherd. The first picture to bleed was that of St. Rita. Since that time and to this very day, many statues, pictures, and crucifixes exude oil. Tests performed on the oils revealed a large percentage of olive oil and a small percentage of oil unknown to science.

Several Eucharistic events took place during Masses that were held in the home. On January 15, 1992, the late Bishop Bernard J. Flanagan witnessed the first bleeding host. Four others were found to be bleeding by Fr. George Joyce and on one occasion by Fr. Tom McCarthy and two priests visiting from India. Also, there is a chalice that contained white wine that was used during a Mass but when the priest went to purify the chalice, the wine turned to blood. The blood is visible to this day. It appears to be dried at times and then congealed with sheen to it at other times.

As recently as March 12, 2010 a diocesan priest consecrated hosts for Mass and kept one aside to be placed in a monstrance. When he placed it in the monstrance, those present saw a drop of blood appear in the center. Since that time, both deacons Surozenski and Cormier have seen the Host which now has a blood dripping stain in the shape of a comma formed in the Host. The blood of the other bleeding hosts has been tested and came out positive for human blood and human species protein.

Another interesting fact occurred during many Lenten seasons. Signs of Jesus’ passion became visible on Audrey’s body. She also experienced the stigmata. Once 3:00 p.m. came on Good Friday, all visible signs disappeared.

Audrey appeared to be a “victim soul” for as people came in with their prayer requests of healing for various illnesses, Audrey would take on those illnesses and often visible signs appeared on her person. All events have been witnessed by professionals and documented.

With regard to the deacons, Deacon Dennis had been working as an aide to those who were coming in wheelchairs and crutches to visit Audrey for the past 14 years along with doing other things to help out. Since his ordination in April of 2008 he has been assisting with prayer services and at Masses at the Santo residence and in 2009 was asked to be a member of the Foundation.

Deacon Tony, director for the Office of the Diaconate, got involved this year after being invited by Deacon Dennis to visit Little Audrey’s home. Linda asked him if he would be interested in being a member, was given permission by Bishop McManus, and has found himself doing whatever possible to promote the cause.

When asked about what they felt this all meant, Deacon Surozenski and Deacon Cormier agree that this is another of God’s ways of manifesting the reality of God’s presence in the world. Also that the gift of life is precious at all levels and that only God has the authority to say when it is to end. They both believe that God has worked miracles through Audrey and is continuing to do so. It also reveals that love, in caring for one who was thought by experts to die within a few weeks, conquers all odds and that suffering can be eased by those who love one another.

Both have witnessed the strengthening of faith in those who have visited Little Audrey while she was alive and even now after three years since she entered eternal life. Deacons Dennis and Tony feel honored and privileged to be a part of the cause.

For more information about Audrey please contact: 

The Foundation for the Beatification and Canonization of Little Audrey Santo, 64 South Flagg St. Worcester, Massachusetts 01602

Email: Audrey@littleaudreysanto.org   Website:  www.littleaudreysanto.org. 

Submitted by: Deacon Anthony R. Surozenski    
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